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SUBJECT:  "Keep  Abreast" --information  from  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry 
U.S. Department  of  Agriculture 

Take  it  from  the  scientists --you  won't  know  the  old  bird  when  they  get  through 
with  him.    Just  to  eliminate  guessing. . .it 's  the  turkey  they're  talking  about. 
That  bird's  being  raked  over  the  scientific  coal  on  the  following  charges. 

Not  enough  breast  meat.    Too  much  neck.    Not  enough  eggs. 

And  the  turkey .. .cooperating  with  the  scientists  of  course... is  doing  some- 
thing about  it.    One  of  the  results  of  Department  of  Agriculture  research  is  a 
turkey  called  the  "Beltsville  Small  White" .. .developed  at  the  Research  Center  at 
Beltsville,  Maryland . 

This  bird  has  rather  short  legs... an  abbreviated  nech...and  lots  of  breast 
meat.    It's  already  breeding  true  to  type... more  than  meeting  early  expectations... 
and  it's  well  started  in  commercial  channels. 

As  a  part  of  a  National  Turkey  Improvement  Plan  sponsored  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  various  states... the  officials  intend  that  any  turkey  called 
"Broadbreasted"  must  live  up  to  its  name.    It  must  really  have  a  very  broad  breast 
with  plenty  of  meat. 

To  get  into  this  category... a  turkey  has  to  have  a  breast  at  least  three  and 
a  half  inches  wide.    That's  when  it's  measured  at  a  point  an    inch  and  three -fourths 
above  the  breast  bond.    Well... that  adds  up  to  a  lot  of  white  meat. 

There's  one  more  charge  against  the  turkey.    Not  enough  eggs .    And  the  scien- 
tists are  working  on  that  too.    If  left  to  their  own  resources .. .turkeys  of  ordinary 
breeding  lay  only  a  few  eggs... in  the  warm  months  of  the  spring. 
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Turkey  eggs  take  four  weeks  to  hatch.    So  by  the  time  the  young  turkeys  make 
it  to  the  market .. .it 's  late  November  or  even  December.    That's  pretty  late.  So 
science  is  stepping  in  with  selective  breeding.    And  the  result  is  a  few  turkey 

hens  that  lay  more  than  200  eggs  a  year.    That's  four  or  five  times  the  usual 

number . 

Although  only  a  few  turkeys  have  reached  the  200-egg  mark... some  commercial 
breeders  have  good-laying  stock.    That  means  an  extension  of  the  normal  season. 
With  artificial  incubation. . .proper  feeding  and  good  care... there  should  be  a 
supply  of  fresh  turkeys  practically  the  ye  tt  round. 

All  of  this  is  good  news  for  those  of  us  who  want  more  and  better  turkeys  for 
meals  the  year  round. 
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